Infected? Or not?
The criteria described earlier should be considered when the classic signs of wound infection do not appear. These criteria should also be considered in the presence of delayed wound healing as delayed wound healing should produce a high suspicion of an existing wound infection.The importance of the early recognition and suspicion of wound infection should not be underestimated because of the high economic burden of prolonged treatment and human suffering.The challenge to the practitioner lies in possessing knowledge and ability to recognize the state of a wound in relation to the bacterial continuum and intervene appropriately.